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PART 1: ISTANBUL 

Byzantium- Constantinople- Istanbul: Three names for a single city, names which recall a collage of 

eras and empires in the extraordinary history of the city. 

Istanbul is hot!  And weõre not talking about the weather. There are more happening restaurants, 

bars, galleries and clubs around town than there are exquisite Ottoman mosques (and thatõs a lot). 

The international fashion and design press have been talking up Istanbul ad nauseam, but the most 

significant thing about the accolade ôWorldõs Hippest Cityõ is that Istanbulõs themselves have come 

believe it. The creeping sense of decrepitude that had fallen like a pall over their once-all-powerful 

home town has vanished, replaced by a sense of energy and innovation not seen since the days of 

Suleiman the Magnificent. 

The cityõs over-abundance of important historic buildings a nd exciting new art galleries and 

museums provides visitors with more than enough to see during the day, but itõs at night that the 

place swings into high-velocity, mega-stylish action. Locals are flocking to see and be seen at an 

ever-growing array of bars, clubs and restaurants, bringing with them an infectious sense of joie de 

vivre and a discerning ability to judge these places on their standard of service, drinks, music and 

food as well as their position in the whatõs-hot-and-whatõs-not stakes.  

It is one of the coolest cities in the world . Nowhere else will you find the immersion of Asian, 

European, Christian, and Muslim cultures. 
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Istanbul Programme  

Day 1 

"Blue Welcome to Istanbul"  

* Boat Transfer- Arrival / Mystical  Welcome 

* Check-in abord the Boat 

* Discovering Asia & Europe upon arrival 

*Lunch on the Boat 

* Accomodation at a boutique property  

* Stroll Through Old Pera 

* Dine-around: " Istanbul Meyhaneleri" 

* Afterhours at "360Istanbul"  

 

 

Day 2 

"Imperial Istanbul"  

 

* Breakfast at leisure 

* Tour of the Grand Palaces of Istanbul 

* Memorable lunch on the Asian Side 

* Cruising abord Imperial Caiques 

* Dinner at  TuĶra Restaurant -  ¢ĔraĶan Palace 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 

"Fascinating Contrasts of Istanbul"  

 

*  Breakfast at "The House Cafe -Ortakºy" 

*  Bazaars of Istanbul 

*  Lunch at Zeyrekhane 

* "Splendour Splendor" Istanbul 

*  Dinner at Ulus 29 
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Personalized greeting and exclusive welcome on arrival at the Atataurk 

Airport  

A private coach will take you to the Marina for a deluxe boat. 

 Welcome cocktail  and lunch at the boat.  

The cruise will give you an opportunity to explore the unique Boshporus 

which joins two seas and two continents. Check-in procedures will be 

handled on the boat.           

The Bosphorus ; Two banks and two continents. It is a water passage separating 
Asia and Europe, and a strait that links the Black Sea to the Marmara Sea. Along 

both shores there are some of the cityõs most beatiful attractions; ancient palaces, 

mansions and fortresses.  

 Its length,  if measured in a straight line, is 30 kilometers but the natural, winding 

route of the waterway actually increases the navigating distance double the long. 

 

 

 

DAY 1 

    òBlue Welcome in ĸstanbul ò 
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STROLL THROUGH OLD PERA 

BeyoĶlu, formerly called P®ra is an abstract of Istanbul. In the Ottoman times, Grand 

Rue de P®ra (today called Istiklal Avenue) was the rather European part of then 

Constantinople with its grandiose embassy buildings and was where the western 

merchants met the eastern world. Also it was favored by the Sultanõs Christian and 

Jewish subjects, to date hosting the most charming synagogues and churches of the 

town.  

The architecture, still evident today is a blend of Genovese, Byzantine, Ottoman and 

Early Republican Turkish styles.  

The tour will start in front of the historical building of the British Consulate, called Pera 

House, built in 1801 with the permission of Sultan Selim III. Guests will then visit the St. 

Antoine Church , the largest of all Catholic Churches in town and then continue on to 

visiting an icon of Beyoglu's past and present, the Flower Passage, Cit® de P®ra 

occupies a stunning rococo arcade, the original of which dates to 1876. Next visit will 

be to walk along the Food Market  which is a hustling, bustling place with beer houses 

and mussel vendors at their entrances. All kinds of fresh fish, fruits and vegetables can 

be found on this street which extends to Istiklal Caddesi. The guests will then carry on 

to the P®ra Museum to view a sample of the best paintings by Turkish artists. 
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DINNER AT ISTANBUL MEYHANELERķ - 

AsmalĔmescit 

DINNER AT òISTANBUL MEYHANELERķó -ASMALIMESCķT 

The word of meyhane comes from Persian and the meaning is the place 

where people drink wine.  

Meyhane culture continued as a part of the seaboard city. When the 

merchants came to city, they had plenty of free time and money to spend 

their time drinking. 

In Istanbul AsmalĔmescit is a popular and outstanding spot  with its 

meyhanes, restaurants and clubs. 

The word of Meyhane in Istanbul is òraki and fishó and you will taste 

unforgettable delicious flavour of raki & fish. 

                             "360 Istanbul"  

Club360 where you can enjoy your drinks while listening to the talented 

DJs and vocalists along with live dancers and performances.  
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Tour of the Grand Palaces of Istanbul  

T'ai chi at the garden of YĔldĔz Palace  

A series of standing, breathing excercises taken from the basics of T'ai chi Chuan. The application requires 

no prior experience, and is based on soft, smooth movements flexing all joints with minimal effort. The 

session lasts 55 minutes including a minor meditation.  

The baroque splendor of Dolmah­e Built in 1856, Dolmabah­e is a supreme example of lavish baroque 

decoration. Fourteen tons of gold was used in wall and furniture gildings. All the furniture  remain in their 

original places as if the royal family had just left for a vacation.  

Memorable lunch at Asian Side,  

Orient al mysteries --  TopkapĔ Palace TopkapĔ was built on the orders of Sultan Mehmet, the conqueror of 

ķstanbul, and subsequent Ottoman sultans lived in this palace from the 15
th

 until the 19
th

 century. A museum 

curator will take you through the eternally intriguing Harem quarters as well as the recently renovated 

Treasury Exhibit, one of the richest in the world.  

Cruising with imperial caique The Ottoman sultans' favorite pastime was pleasure trips along Bosphorus 

on Turkish style rowboats known as "kayĔk" or caique. Gondola-like in appearance, the caiques are decked 

with velvet and silk cushions, and moved by a team of row-men. In contemporary Turkey, caiques are only 

taken out for very special occasions.  

At early evening, by sunset, you will have an unforgettable experience: a cruise on the Bosphorus with the 

Ottoman Caique, sipping champagne against the extraordinary beauty of the sunset over the TopkapĔ 

Palace.  

 

Dinner where a legend was born -- Leander's Tower  

.ǳƛƭǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ƧǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǇƘƻǊǳǎ ǎǘǊŀƛǘΣ [ŜŀƴŘŜǊϥǎ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ Tǎǘŀƴōǳƭ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

missed.  

DAY 2 

    òImperial I stanbul ò 
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DINNER AT òTuĶra Restaurantó ð ¢ĔraĶan Palace  

 

Rediscovered Classic Turkish and Ottoman Cuisine 

Discover Istanbulõs most exquisite, most romantic fine dining  experience ê TuĶra 

Restaurant, on the first floor of the original  Ciragan Palace. 

The feast begins with the ambience ê rich Ottoman d®cor, live classical Turkish 

music and the ever-stirring backdrop of the Bosphorus. For the full effect, we will 

arrange for a table on TuĶraõs summer terrace, lit by the moon, a candle and the 

Bosphorus Bridge. 

 

With specialties like Lamb K¿lbastĔ and Testi Kebab, TuĶraõs modern classic menu 

with lightened -up forgotten classic Turkish and Otoman cuisine recepies will take 

you back to the Sultansõ most glorious era. And, later, the traditional candy stick 

trolley "Macun" ê will take you to sweet dreams.  
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Breakfast at òThe House Caf® ð Ortakºyó ;  Situated along the shoes of the Bosphorus, The House Caf® Ortakºy 

provides the perfect backdrop for a perfect breakfast. The venue boasts two large terraces, two vast bars and a 

variety of custom-made furniture to  suit the seaside location.  

BAZAARS Of ISTANBUL 

Shopping in Istanbul is a lot of fun as well as being a cultural experience. You will remember being offered by 

merchants, feverishly bargaining, and the interesting conversations that will take place during your shopping. 

The tour will start with a 30-minute stop at the Spice Market. This market is one of Istanbulõs covered bazaars ð 

but one which smells like all mysteries of ô1001õ nights. It is very cozy. It offers herbs and spices, dried fruits and 

nuts and lokum ð Turkish Delight. Up and down the many bustling aisles and thousands of sacks are the most 

extraordinary herbs and spices in the world ð part of the mystery of Oriental Cuisine. It has even been said that 

some of them have magic powers. 

The next stop will be the Covered Bazaar , to explore its mysterious atmosphere and wander the aisles, smell the 

spices and discover the gold merchants in this largest covered market in Istanbul; there are over 4400 shops to 

choose from when one hits this fabulous Mecca. 

A Gourmet lunch in a restored ancient Turkish Monastry, located next to a Byzantine one. It has an authentic feel 

with a very unique interior decoration and outside seating.  

It is located in the old part of the city  Zeyrek, on a hill overlooking the Golden Horn. Delicious Turkish specialities 

are served. 

 

 

DAY 3 

òFascinating Contrast s of Istanbul ó 
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òSPLENDOUR SPLENDOR ISTANBULó 

òIstanbulõs Byzantine Hippodromeó was the heart of Constantinople's political and 

sporting life, and the scene of games and riots through 500 years of Ottoman history as 

well. It's now a calm city park called the At Meydani (Horse Grounds ) because of its 

function in Ottoman times.  

Monuments decorating the Hippodrome include the 3500 -year-old Egyptian Obelisk of 

Theodosius, brought to Constantinople by Emperor Theodosius in 390 AD.  

You'll also see the spiral bronze base of a three-headed serpent sculpture brought from 

Delphi in Greece, under restoration in 2007. 

In this historical place one discovers the grandiose nature of the past while touring 

through Istanbulõs largest and the most magnificent Underground Cistern . It was built 

by the Emperor Justinian in the 6
th

 century to supply water to the nearby palace 

complex. The cistern has 336 decorated columns and the ceiling of this beautiful column 

forest is cross-vaulted and made of bricks. During the restoration works, two spectacular 

Medusa head carvings were discovered.  

Before the group move through unique Hagia Sophia, we will organize a 

traditional òbagel-teaó break in front of Hagia Sophia. Turkish apple tea and 

traditional bagels with cheese will served.  

The magnificent òHaghia Sophiaó,  was built by Constantine the great and considered 

as a masterpiece of Byzantine art. Its first construction dates back to the end of the 4th 

century. Haghia Sophia served as a church for 916 years and as a mosque for 477 years 

until Ataturkõs orders converted it into a museum. 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Burak/Local%20Settings/Application%20Data/Microsoft/details/History/Ottomans.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Burak/Local%20Settings/Application%20Data/Microsoft/details/History/Ottomans.html
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DINNER AT òULUS 29ó  

One thing Istanbul is not short of is fine -dining establishments with a view; Ulus 

29 is no exception to the trendñin fact, it's the leader. Conceived in a stylish 

modern Turkish theme restaurant and its adjoining bar contain among the most 

inventive and outrageous chandeliers in a city obsessed by cut-glass lighting. 

Situated in a far-flung residential hillside neighborhood overlooking the 

Bosphorus, Ulus 29 is surrounded by a small terrace garden. The menu covers a 

variety of cuisines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                 ISTANBUL & CAPPADOCIA 
 

13 
 

2012 

 

            

      

PART 2: CAPPADOCIA 

Cappadocia defies description. Experience this ancient, magical region 

and bathe in its at mosphere, colours and luminance!!  

Cappadocia is Persian for the "land of beautiful horses". It is an enchanting 

open-air museum and an unparalleled example of the common cultural 

heritage of humani ty. Centred on the triangle of Nevsehir, Urgup and Avanos, 

Cappadocia is in the middle of a once active volcanic region. At the time when 

Anatolia was completing its geographical evolution, these volcanic eruptions 

were so strong that the lava in some places was up to 100 meters thick. Over 

many millions of years, volcanoes, wind, rain and ice sculpted what we now 

know as Cappadocia. As the land eroded, the basalt stones remained and 

formed conical structures sometimes reaching as high as 45 meters. The local 

people called these unique rock formations "Fairy Chimneys", a name that has 

endured throughout the ages.  

It is Turkey's most visually striking region. If nature was the first artist to 

arrange the decor, it was Anatolian man who over the centuries carved the 

rocks and built houses, churches and over 120 underground cities. The largest 

of these, Ozkonak, once had a population of 60'000. The canyon formed by the 

Melendiz stream, which has pierced its way through the rocks, is called the 

Ihlara Valley. In this 14 km long valley there are 105 churches and 4535 houses.  

 

 

     Cave Hotel  

http://www.kapadokyasarapgunleri.com/gallery/buyuk/50.jpg
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Cappadocia Programme 

Day 4 

"The mystique of Cappadocia"  

*Breakfast at leisure 

* Flight to Kayseri 

* Accomodation at a Cave Hotel 

* Discovering the " Region of Fairies" 

* Country Style Lunch 

* "Song  of Fairies" 

* Dinner at Hospital Monastry  

 

Day 5  

"A Bird's Eye View"  

*Hot-air Ballonning over Cappadocia  

* Traditional breakfast 

* Golfing on the rocks  

* Surprising Trekking  
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Breakfast at leisure  

A quick Flight to Kayseri 

Discovering the region,transfer by deluxe coach to Cappadocia --  an indescribably beautiful 

fairy-tale landscape carved on volcanic residue by winds, rain, earthquakes, and temperature 

swings.   

Guests will have country style lunch at a local restaurant and will contĔnue to discover the 

region.                          The Song of Fairiesó 

Famous valleys of Capadocia  ðDevrent , Zelve pasabagĔ, Avanos, ¦­hisar Castle  

Guests first of all will witness amazing Rock formations in Devrent valley and then Zelve-

Pasabag valley where the voice of wind mixes with òthe songs of fairiesó. Next stop is  Avanos 

where has been center of terra-cotta work of art since 3000 BC.  The tour finishes with the 

Uchisar rock castle to have panaromic fabulous views. 

Devrent;  The extraordinary tops of natural stone formations resemble saintly creatures and 

animals. Zelve: This valley offers spectacular scenery dotted with churches, caves and 

trodglodyte dwellings.  

Pasabagi: Pasabagi formerly known as the òMonksõ Valleyó is situated about 1 km. 

from Goreme. Many fairy chimneys with multiple stems and caps some housing 

chapels and living areas can be found here, this style being unique to this area. 

Uchisar Castle: Uchisar is a tiny settlement place next to a large triple rock formation.  

You will see a magnificient panoramic view of the nearby gorges and valleys from this 

citadel.   

 

 

 

DAY 4 

    òThe Mystique of Cappadocia  ò 
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DINNER AT òHospital Monastry ó  

Many settlements in Cappadocia were established primarily as monastic 

communities. As Bishop of Caesarea Mazaca in the 4th century, St. Basil the Great 

wrote the rules for monastic life that are still followed by monks and nuns of the 

Greek Orthodox Church. He advocated community life, prayer and physical labor 

rather than the solitary asceticism that was popular at the time and it was under his 

guidance that the first churches were built in Goreme Valley. Here, a number of 

small communities with their own churches formed the large monastic complex 

that is now the Open Air Museum. Hundreds of churches are reported to have 

been built in this valley but no churches from St. Basil's time remain. 
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Ballooning over Cappadocia  

A balloon ride at sunrise, after which you will be presented with the 

certificates of your ride. 

Traditional breakfast at the hotel, and òrelaxationó on the terrace of 

the hotel. 

Golfing on The Rocks  

Cross Golf events which can be organising only for Cappadocia at Turkey 

when April ð October months of the year. Before the game, there is a little 

tour for introduce courses to the players and they can chose their own 

course which would like to play. Cross golf is not so different from the 

classical golf except some little details springing from the playing on 

nature. 

And Surprising Trekking  

When you visit Cappadocia, you should take a walk through one of 

the spectacular valleys. It is a spectacular experience.Just make sure 

you bring suitable walking shoes with you. 

 

 

 

 

DAY 5 

òA Bird's Eye View  ò 

  
 


